Page 20 T cjnews.com

THE CANADIAN JEWISH NEWS

March 19, 2009

Greater Toronto Area

Exodus Experience
a multi-sensory tour of Pesach story
By LEILA SPEISMAN
Staff Reporter
Don’t let the concrete, factory-like structure fool you. Or
the setting – Downsview Park, in the wilds of what used to
be the Downsview Air Force Base.
Once inside the building, you encounter The Exodus Experience, a multi-sensory tour of the story of Pesach. Under the
auspices of Tzivos HaShem, the youth arm of the worldwide
Lubavitch movement, the program has been shown around
the world, from Sydney, Australia, to Los Angeles, South
Africa, Montreal (eight years ago) and many places in the
United States.
Rabbi Yonah Vilenkin, who has headed Toronto’s Tzivos
HaShem since 2003, said that participants go through in groups,
rather than individually, and he recommended that people
reserve ahead,
The second part of The Exodus Experience is Chabad’s
popular annual model matzah bakery.
Last week, students from the Zareinu Educational Centre,
a school that provides special education and individualized
therapies for children who have physical and developmental
challenges, and a group of seniors took The Exodus Experience tour. They enjoyed the impressive sound effects, the
sight of a Jewish slave bemoaning his sorry state in front
of the pyramids, the dramatic lights flashing, the plague of
frogs – including ones coming down from the ceiling – and
pharaoh’s advisers going through the lists of Egyptian gods
to the ABC song from Sesame Street.
Going from room to room, you walk through sand, straw
and stones. As we passed through the divided Red Sea, we saw
goldfish swimming through walls of water. The shrill blast of
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Scene from the Exodus Experience
a shofar punctuated the giving of the Torah.
The smiles, giggles and laughs of the audience during the
tour showed everyone had a good time.
The entire program, including the tour and the matzah
factory, takes about two hours. It runs from March 12 to 31.
The cost is $12, and group discounts are offered.
For show times or reservations, call Rabbi Vilenkin at
416-661-0650.

A letter to the
German chancellor
By H. DAVID KIRK
I am writing to you as a German Jew, born in 1918 and
abroad since 1934. You have reawakened images of my childhood in Germany and memories of my forward-looking and
brave mother.
Much like you, who are able
to see the current renewal of antiSemitism as a threat to Jews, my
mother early on recognized the
ever-darkening future in the Germany of 1933. Like my mother,
who began preparing my brothers and me for a life abroad, you
know how to adapt to difficult circumstances. Thus, when you
received Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad’s letter with
its hateful threats against Israel, you refused to respond.
Today, Israel’s very existence is threatened by Iran’s nearly
perfected weapons of mass destruction, and by its president’s
virulent threats to wipe Israel off the map. With these threats
growing ever stronger and closer, one is bound to ask: what is
to be done? Surprisingly, my work in the sociology of adoptive kinship, in spite of its very different theme, gives a clue:
catastrophic events can sometimes be transformed into opportunities. In that context, I propose a new kind of non-financial
wiedergutmachung (compensation), the essence of which is
found in the title of my book, Shared Fate.
If Germany were to acknowledge the threat that it, like
other western nations, faces from militant Islam, it could recognize a “shared fate” situation with embattled Israel. Thus,
if Germans understood that their country would be no safer
than other western nations if Iran had nuclear weapons, they
might want to declare themselves in support of Israel – by
diplomacy if possible, by force if necessary.
In the era of persecution and genocide, none of the democracies dared to step forward to protect Jews. Even today, such
a step would require great courage and conviction and call
for the kind of leadership that you, Chancellor Merkel, have
already exhibited. In that new role, Germany would usher in
a new and world-shaking relationship between itself and the
Jewish people.
H. David Kirk is a writer living in Brentwood Bay, B.C.
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